APPENDIX C: A Note on Theophrastus^ Scotism
Since this aspect has never been discussed, attention is herewith
directed on the influence of Duns Scotus on Paracelsus' philosophy.
Like other thinkers of the Christian Renaissance, Paracelsus denied
that Faith justifies, and asserted that Love does. Both tenets sepa-
rate the Scotists from St. Augustine, and the humanist mystics from
the reformers.
With Duns Scotus, humanists also supported the doctrine of Free
Will against St. Augustine and the Reformation leaders. Against
the Aristotelians and the "moderns" Paracelsus defended the Pla-
tonic doctrine that ideas exist before the objects they designate. All
this is "realist," and so is his attitude in the debate on Universals:
"Each form is an embodiment of certain principles. If there
were no heat, nothing could be hot; if there were no wisdom, no
man could be wise; if there were no art, no man could be artful."
(De Fundamente Sapientiae, ed. Aschner, p. 423, Hartmann, p.
124.)
The basic scientific optimism of Paracelsus can be traced to Duns
Scotus' assertion that God does not change any laws he has given.
In the theory of knowledge, the Scotist, anti-Aristotelian ideas of
the Dutdh Platonists are easy to recognize in Paracelsus' concept of
the "Light of Nature."